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FROM THE SIDELINES 
at ST MARY’S 
Sue Oldrey, Mike Bowler : Church Wardens 

Noel Moss-Holland, Gillian Clarke: Assistant Wardens 

 

Holidays!   At work I hate holidays - I only allow my own, and anyone else’s 
is a nuisance!   Well, I mean, not only do you have to do someone else’s work 
throughout the summer months when they are away, but the very person you 
need to speak with in other organisations is away on holiday too.   Their 
colleagues are very sorry, but you’ll have to wait until that person is back, in 
two weeks’ time.   So you see, if it’s me on holiday, that’s grand, but anyone 
else – bad news! 
By now Radio 4 enthusiasts will think that I’ve been listening to too much 
Marcus Brigstocke, but actually I was only joking … a bit!   We have similar 
challenges within our church community to those I experience at work.   
There’s always someone away, and trying to arrange social functions and 
meetings becomes even more of a challenge than usual.   Isn’t it strange how 
we all want events to be planned when we are available, and without doubt 
someone else is at fault if they’re not! 
Our message “from the Sidelines” this month is to read the Diary of events, 
listen to the notices at church (some things are arranged after the magazine has 
gone to press), put things in your own diary, and if you miss something, 
rejoice in what you are doing, especially if it’s relaxing in your favourite place.   
There is a lot happening, with BBQ’s and walks and picnics, there are major 
events as we launch ourselves into fundraising. Before we know where we are 
it will be Harvest Festival and our very special Harvest Lunch when we greet 
our new Curate, Anne Charlton.   That’s on 28th September, if you want to put 
it in your diary.    
The new hall project is going to dominate our thinking for a while and we 
would particularly draw your attention to our Vicar, Andrew’s piece in this 
magazine.   It’s definitely going to be worth one big effort to get the hall built 
and we can then concentrate on looking outwards to the rest of the world 
again.    
We hope you enjoy the next two months and the opportunities for meeting new 
people, both on your travels, and the visitors to our church.   It may be that 
your plans take you no further than your own back yard, but there’s no sadness 
there.   As a friend once pointed out to me, lots of people save all year to come 
on holiday to Bournemouth.   We really are very blessed.  
Sue Mike Noel and Gillian 



BISHOP DAVID AT ST MARY’S 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photographs of our Diocesan 
Bishop David visiting on 

Sunday 18th May to celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of the 

Consecration of the  
Church of St Mary the Virgin, 

here in West Moors. 
 
 

Bishop David blesses the new 
cross over the porch door 



 CENTENARY 
CELEBRATIONS 

·  worship 
·  dedication 
·  blessing 

·  food 
·  fellowship 



 

DONATIONS TO ST MARY'S SCHOOL AND CHURCH  
***   FETE SUMMER RAFFLE 2008   *** 

  
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following businesses for their 
generous support both financially and in donating prizes for the fete raffle: 

  
Studio One Hair Design, Profile 2000, Westcraft Cleaners, Tesco Express, Annika's 
Floral Design, Seafoods Fish and Chips, Jim Selby Butchers, Dorset Pet and 
Hardware, The School Shop, Blue Barber Shop, Elephant and Castle, Nicholas 
O'Hara, Pandora's Bakery, Handsome Hounds, Smile Team Dental Care, 
Pawprints, Co-op, Mullins Butchers, Brewer and Brewer, Moors Pharmacy, The Tap 
and Railway, Chris' Collectables, Adventure Wonderland, Ferndown Leisure Centre, 
Hawk Conservancy Trust, John Brown Garden Centre, Oakdene Forest Park, 
Ringwood Brewery, Wimborne Minster Model Town, Riverford Organic 
Vegetables, AFC Bournemouth, Farmer Palmers Farm Park, Longleat Safari Park, 
Bournemouth Oceanarium, Stewarts Garden Centre, Smugglers Haunt Beefeater, 
Tank Museum. 
  



Another Charity Supported by St Mary’s Church this year. . .  
The Salvation Army is one of the largest, most diverse 
providers of social services in the UK after the 
Government. Founded in East London in 1865, they are 
now working in 115 countries worldwide.  
The Salvation Army demonstrates Christian principles 
through social welfare provision. Worldwide there are 
over 1.6million members, with programmes including 
homeless centres, drug rehabilitation centres, schools, 
hospitals and medical centres, as well as nearly 16,000 
church and community centres. The work of The 
Salvation Army is funded through donations from its 
members, the general public and, where appropriate, 
local authority and government grants.  
 
The Bournemouth branch of the Salvation Army provides assistance with clothing, 
furniture and emergency food supplies to people referred by Social Services and other 
agencies. Also bathing, hairdressing and chiropody for senior citizens at nominal 
charges. A Community centre provides low cost meals to assist senior citizens and the 
needy. There is a Club for stroke victims, a Feeding programme for the homeless and 
a number of other local community support groups. 
 
The Salvation Army also supports the work of the emergency services by providing 
refreshments, shelter and counselling at major incidents. Recently this has included 
the 7th July London bombings, the devastating hurricanes in Southern USA, and the 
severe floods in Carlisle and Boscastle.  
Some interesting statistics - The Salvation Army provides: 

·  3,000,000 meals served every year at community and residential centres  
·  79,000 prisoners visited each year in 134 prisons  
·  3,000 homeless people given food and shelter every night in 59 centres  
·  776 local church and community centres  
·  636 elderly people accommodated every night in 17 residential centres  
·  300 youth clubs providing a caring environment for young people  
·  120 drop-in centres offering support and help for people in need  
·  70 day centres for elderly and disabled people  
·  50 nurseries and playgroups  
·  20 Red Shield support centres for military personnel in UK, Germany and  Falkland Islands  
·  12 people reunited every working day with their families through Family Tracing Service  
·  6 residential centres for victims of alcohol and drug abuse  
·  6 centres for families and one community home for children  



 
Credo in unum Deum -           
exploring the faith of the church  
 

Nicene Creed - We believe in one holy, 
catholic and apostolic Church… 
Apostles Creed – the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints… 
 

Some definition of terms is called for here! 
Holy means; set apart, sacred, of God, 
 pure, special. 
Catholic means; universal, broad. 
Apostolic means; according to the teaching 
 of Jesus and the apostles truly inspired by 
 God’s Holy Spirit. 
Church means; followers in The Way of 
 Jesus, who gather to worship and accept 
 Jesus as Lord and proclaim the gospel. 
Communion means; community, like-minded, in relationship. 
Saints means; Exemplary followers of Jesus - both renowned and unrecognised.   
 

The church as depicted here is not a building!  It is ‘constructed’ of people – all 
who are following on The Way of Jesus Christ.  People need buildings to gather 
in, to meet each other.  When they come together they want to offer worship (to 
give God his worth) and various liturgies (forms of public worship) are in use in 
many different styles and languages.  Most Christian worship includes readings 
of The Bible and prayers are offered to God.  Often songs or hymns are sung.  A 
Presbyter (Priest/Pastor/Elder) leads the worship and reminds people of God’s 
forgiveness and blessing.  In most cases new Christians are baptised either as 
children of Christian parents, or as adults.  Many will join in Holy Communion 
(Eucharist/Mass) as the people remember Jesus at the Last Supper and his 
commandment to meet and share this special celebration together.  All this 
worship and meeting is to help form a Christ-centred, Holy Spirit-filled 
community that love God and one another (as Jesus commanded) and reach out 
to the wider community.  Christians are instructed to share their faith and love 
others as themselves.  All this is sacred – holy – of God.  We join together, 
recognising that we are individuals with broad interests and yet we are united in 
our faith in Jesus.  The church has formed ways of caring for Christians both 
spiritually and physically and importantly it has striven to develop a correct 
understanding and teaching of the faith.  In this way there are Bishops and other 
leaders who are entrusted in ordering and guarding the apostolicity of the faith. 
 



Human nature is full of error and we all are subject to sin – falling away from 
Jesus’ teaching.  The church, corporately however believes that as it turns to God 
for guidance that the Holy Spirit of God inspires the Church.  When human error 
occurs God is not confounded and can work his will through all who are sincere 
in their faith and practices.  We believe in the Church of God, it is His! 
 

Recognising that there are churches that have fallen into error, what benchmark 
can be used to determine what is right and what might be wrong?   The early 
church intensely examined its beliefs and the beginning of the answer lays in the 
formulation of the Nicene and Apostles Creeds themselves.  They are the ‘gold 
standard’ for orthodoxy (right thinking) in the mainstream church.  From our 
orthodox standpoint we believe that quasi-Christian churches such as The Latter 
Day Saints (Mormons) and Jehovah’s Witnesses have fundamental errors in their 
teaching which does not necessarily make them bad people, but they are certainly 
not part of the Apostolic Christian Church.  There are other organisations that 
represent themselves as a religion but are at best philosophies, if not businesses. 
(Scientologists with their Dianetics use as their logo a Christian Cross with star)   
 

One of the things that ‘Christians’ who do not attend church are most troubled 
and perhaps confused by is the seeming disunity within the mainstream churches 
in all their numerous denominations.  Opinions and practices of Christian faith 
differ quite widely.  This is often more a matter of style than actual substance.  
Unity is not the same as uniformity. We all need and eat food, but we naturally 
have different tastes (likes/dislikes).  What we should not consume is food which 
is poisonous.  Good spiritual food is based on almost any church founded on the 
on the standard (not adulterated) text of the Holy Bible and the Creeds. “The grass 
withers and the flower fades but the Word of our God stands forever” Isaiah 40:8.  Despite 
many differences Catholics, Anglicans, Baptists, Methodists, Salvationists, URC, 
Congregationalists, Pentecostalists and Chapel are in Communion even if they 
find it challenging to ‘eat’ together.  At the local level The ‘Churches Together’ 
movement brings Christians of the different denominations to worship together. 
 

Since the time of Jesus there have been many men and women who have been 
recognised as having finally lead exemplary Christian lives (albeit some like 
Augustine had previously been very wayward).  Many of these worthies have 
been declared as Saints by the church.  They are not persons to be worshipped, 
but their holiness (Godliness) can help to inspire believers.  The Apostle Paul 
counted all practicing Christians as saints.  Have you ever thought of yourself as 
a saint?  The saints that have gone before, who have died to us, are alive to God.  
In this sense as were are in communion with God, we are united with the saints 
and Heaven and Earth are united in a great communion.     A.R. 



 
LIFE IN GUYANA 
 
I was pleased to be able to catch up this week with 
Helen Buffrey, back in West Moors for a short break 
from her work with VSO in Guyana.  She was 
surrounded by piles of children’s books – 60kgs of 
them to be precise, all collected by children at 
Verwood Church of England First School and ready to 
be shipped, at a cost of about £400, to Guyana, to be 
distributed to the schools in Helen’s area. Although a 
new Reading Scheme has just been launched, there is 
a real lack of books in schools – along with a constant shortage of chalk, cardboard 
and paper! 
 
As a Literacy Advisor, Helen works with teachers to support their work in the 
classroom.  Many of the teachers are themselves fresh from secondary school and 
have no teacher training, so Helen’s work, along with another VSO colleague, is 
invaluable and does make a real difference.  Helen sees her work as ‘capacity 
building’, giving teachers the skills and, above all, the confidence, to work 
effectively in the classroom when she leaves Guyana, after her two-year contract 
comes to an end.  And already, Helen is seeing positive results, telling me of her 
delight at hearing one of her teachers say, “Before, teaching was just a job, now I 
really enjoy teaching the children and seeing them learn.”; so this teacher can now, 

herself, share her 
methods and techniques 
with her Guyanese 

colleagues, 
demonstrating some of 
the good classroom 
practice she has learned 
from Helen.  All part of 
Helen’s aim to leave 
behind a continuing and 
growing contribution to 
the life of the people of 
Guyana. 
 



I was intrigued to know why Guyana?  Helen laughed; VSO gave her a choice of 
three areas for her placement, including two in Africa.  “I chose Guyana because it 
wasn’t in Africa,” she explains. “I wanted to go somewhere a bit different.  And even 
now, most people assume Guyana is in Africa!”   Apparently, it’s very important to 
put ‘South America’ on the envelope or her post can end up in Africa anyway! 
 
And life in Guyana does sound very 
different.  Mabaruma is surrounded 
by rainforest jungle.  Unlike other 
areas of the Caribbean, it does not 
attract tourists and Helen has found 
the isolation one of her biggest 
challenges.  Georgetown, the capital, 
is about an hour away by plane.  
Electricity is available – but only 
between 6 and 11 in the evening!  So 
when two computers were delivered 
from central office to support Helen 
in her work with the teachers, she felt 
the gesture was very generous, if not 
exactly helpful!  To begin with, the prolific insect life was a major challenge – but 
they are now managing to cope with the armies of insects and cockroaches which 
invade their kitchen in the very humid climate. 
 
Despite the isolated position, the local people are very tuned in to Western culture, 
particularly through DVDs or television – when the power supply allows!  Formerly 
a British colony, English is the main language, although a type of Creolese is 
commonly spoken.   The people dress very smartly – there is a particularly strict code 
for professional people and teachers arrive for training sessions – often travelling by 
small boat or canoe – in two-piece suits!   Children too are very smartly dressed in 
school uniform.   With limited access to shops, these garments are often made up 
from material, by the families themselves. 
 
A highlight of life in Mabaruma is the visit, every two weeks, of the ‘steamer’ from 
Georgetown (no longer in fact a steamer, but referred to as such!).  Bringing food and 
other products to this isolated community, its arrival creates something of a carnival 
atmosphere for the duration of its stay, from Friday to Monday, with lots of 
temporary stalls springing up all along the river bank!  With few roads, the river is 
the vital transport link.  Helen refers to ‘river schools’, with communities even more  



isolated than Mabaruma, 
where children paddle to 
school for over an hour by 
canoe and families live on 
subsistence farming and 
fishing.  

 
 
 
 

 
Helen tells me of one 
adventure she had, when 
visiting one of these ‘river 
schools’.  The small wooden 
boat she and three others were 
travelling in broke down and 
drifted down river for two and 
a half hours!  Finally, they 
were fed crab curry at a 
‘health hut’ – a remote medical outpost (well, someone there would have a First Aid 
certificate equivalent!) and, just as darkness fell, the coastguard came to help.  And 
through all of this, Helen never felt afraid – “I just knew they’d look after us!” 
 
“There’s every sort of church you could imagine, here in Mabaruma,” says Helen, “-
except Anglican!”  So Helen worships with local people at the Roman Catholic 
church, singing enthusiastically to keyboard and guitar accompaniment.  Although 
not working with a specifically Christian organisation, Helen does feel that it was her 
Christian upbringing and belief which drew her to work in Guyana.  A big 
undertaking – and it is clear that Helen is thoroughly enjoying the challenges she has 
set for herself.  Much as she is 
delighting in being home with 
friends and family, she is 
enthusiastic about returning to 
Mabaruma on Saturday.  We 
wish her well and pray for her 
and the work she is doing to 
enrich the lives of teachers and 
young people in Guyana.  God 
Bless, Helen, and thank you! 
 
Gillian Clarke 
 



 
 
Veronica and Joy 
Meetings in JULY / 
AUGUST 
 

Afternoon Group: 
9TH July      -   Summer Lunch   -   12:30pm for 1:00pm 
                        Guide Hall in Ashurst Road 
 
Evening Group: 
15th July      -   7pm  -  9 Avon Road  West Moors 
                        Members BBQ 
                         
 

Wednesday 30th July   -  Wave of Prayer 
Details of this event will be given out at Branch meetings and will be posted on the 
MU notice board in the Annexe 
There will be no Branch meetings in August but on 
 

Saturday 9th August there will be a Cream Tea 
at 4 Denewood Road from 3 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. 

Cost £3.50   All proceeds in aid of MU Home and Overseas Funds. 
All welcome! 

 
Proceeds from recent MU events have been sent to the Relief Fund, the Development 
Fund for Britain and Ireland * and Beckingsale House. ( Refuge for Women)  
*The Development  Fund is able to offer grants that provide  

·  Training and support for Mothers’ Union members who are facilitating our MU 
parenting groups.   

·  Child Contact Centres, reaching out to parents who no longer live with their 
children, thus sustaining the invaluable ties between family members who 
would otherwise be separated-. 

·  ’Away from it all’ holidays for families who are going through difficult times. 
·  Mothers’ Union Development Workers in Britain and Ireland, who help 

members offer wide-ranging support to families. 
‘For God did not give us a spirit of timidity but a spirit of power, of love and of self 
discipline’   2 Timothy 1:7 

Thank you Father for the worldwide family of the Mothers’ Union.  Help us to be 
faithful to you in our purpose and work, and to each other in support and prayer. 



UNITED IN PRAYER AND WORSHIP – a retreat 
 
Three of our Mothers’ Union 
members, Dawn, Veronica and 
Pam, often involved in tea-
making, cake-baking and other 
duties supporting our social 
occasions, took quality time out 
and went off to Glastonbury 
Abbey House in May, to join 
other members from around the 
diocese in the annual retreat.  
Our time was largely spent in 
silence after our ‘meet and greet’ 
and time spent settling in and re-familiarising ourselves with the wonderfully 
comfortable house.  In intensely hot weather, the delightful gardens gave us much 
pleasure, to walk, sit, or relax in time out from our prayerful contemplations. 
 
The Conductor, Canon Patrick Woodhouse, a member of Wells Cathedral staff, 
entitled his theme ‘Etty Hellesum – a Transformed Life’, split into four addresses.  
Morning Prayer at 8am followed by breakfast, address, Eucharist, coffee, midday 
prayer, lunch and tea, followed by Evening Prayer, supper and Compline, made the 
pattern for our quiet time. 
 
‘Who was Etty Hellesum?’ you may well ponder, as we did – but her amazing and 
emerging self was revealed through thought-provoking sessions.  This remarkable and 
complex, young Dutch Jewish woman was a writer whose letters and diaries kept 
between 1941-3 described her life under Nazi rule in Amsterdam, during the 
occupation of WWII.  They were published posthumously in the Netherlands in 1981, 
before being translated in 1983.  Her journals describe her spiritual journey and 
development and she experienced God in her personal life in the context of a 
persecuted individual under Nazi rule.  There was much she did through her work, as 
a trained lawyer, working with the Dutch Jewish Council, clearly a woman of her time 
– as maybe we are all women of our time, thankfully in peace.   Etty left her diaries 
with friends who had also amassed a store of correspondence from her, which 
continued during her imprisonment in  Westerbork – and ended with a postcard, dated 
7 September, 1943, thrown from a cattle truck, describing her and her family’s sudden 
inclusion on the transport to Auschwitz, where Etty’s death there on 30 November, is 
recorded. 



After an uncertain start to our lectures, this young and vibrant, selfish young woman 
became a light, shining in a darkened world, who gave her all to help humanity and 
felt that God dwelt inside her.  “I draw prayer around me like a dark, protective wall, 
withdraw inside it as one might a convent cell.” 
 
One felt a little over-wrought at times working through the life of this young woman, 
about whom we had known nothing, but came to know and hopefully understand her 
inner thoughts and her love for God.    

We could have been on retreat for many 
days, had we been able to further 
discuss all the issues, once our silence 
had passed!  Yes, the wonderful 
ambience of Glastonbury Abbey House, 
and the loving MU members, made for 
a remarkable retreat again this year.   
This opportunity is available for ALL 
members – why don’t you think about it 
for next year, 7 – 9 May 2009?  It is 
such a good time-out, to share in prayer 
and worship. 
Pam Prendergast 
MU Evening Group Member 

 
************************  

 



GIFT AID 
 
People say to me, “Make sure you Gift Aid it!”, and I think, well, it’s only £1 and 
that will gain 28p, is it worth it?   28p isn’t going to do much good. 

So I got to thinking – and it goes like this … 

Our Government (not just this one!) have long decided that if taxed money is being 
given to a charity, that same charity should benefit from the standard tax that had 
been deducted.   For some time this has been set at 28%, and despite the recent 
changes in tax, this amount will continue for some time to come. 

Instantly I start to think more clearly.   28p doesn’t sound much, but 28% - that’s 
more than a quarter!   So, the more I want to give, the more I want to give through 
Gift Aid.   If I care passionately that the Charity gets as much as possible, there’s 
no question but that I should use this scheme.   I’m not cheating, or robbing 
anybody – after all, it was me who paid the tax in the first place! 

I started to put some numbers down: 

 Given by me (together with others)  Received by the Charity 

  1.00           1.28  

  10.00         12.80 

  50.00         64.00 

  500.00        640.00 

 10,000.00   12,800.00 

 60,000.00   76,800.00 

Well, I’m sure you get the picture, as I did.   Thinking of our hall, if we can raise 
£60,000 Gift Aided from lots of people, a further £16,800 is given to us by the 
Government without any effort on our part.   Just feel for our Planned Giving 
Secretary, Mike Bowler, who will deserve a medal for doing all the paper work 
necessary to make this happen!   Whatever anyone decides to give is known only 
by Mike, who keeps the records required for the Gift Aid Scheme.    

So if you’re thinking New Hall, think Gift Aid! 

 

 

 



Diary dates for JULY / AUGUST 2008
  

Please prepare for the Sunday worship by reading  
and praying through these texts beforehand. 
 

JULY  
 

Wednesday 2 10.00am Holy Communion (BCPc) 
 

Thursday 3   4.00pm LPA Referral Meeting & Communion 
  7.30pm PCC Meeting 

 

SUNDAY 6    SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
      8.00am Holy Eucharist (CW) 
    10.00am Our Family Service with Holy Baptism of Jazz  

& Blessings of Godchildren of Helen Sotheran:  
James, Laura, Alice, Elizabeth & Matthew 

     Readings:  Zechariah 9. 9-12 
       Romans 7. 15-25a 
       Matthew 11. 16-19, 25-end 
    WELCOME TO ANNE CHARLTON 
     

2-6.00pm Glenwood Gardens of Delight 
 

Wednesday  9 10.00am Holy Eucharist (BCPc) 
    12.30pm Mothers’ Union Afternoon Group 
    for 1.00pm  Summer Lunch 
 

Thursday 10 10.00am St. Mary’s School Leavers’ Service 
      6.00pm Wedding rehearsal 
       
Saturday 12   1.00pm Wedding in church 
      3.30pm Inter-Church Soccer Match 
      West Moors Middle School 
 

SUNDAY  13 EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
      8.00am Holy Eucharist (BCP) 
    10.00am Parish Eucharist (CW) 
 

Tuesday 15 10.00-4.00pm Clergy Day at Cathedral 
      7.00pm Mothers’ Union Evening Group 
      Barbecue 
      3 Ashurst Road 
 

Wednesday 16 ST. OSMUND, BISHOP OF SALISBURY 
    10.00am Holy Communion (BCPc) 



SUNDAY 20 NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
      8.00am Holy Eucharist (BCP) 
    10.00am Parish Eucharist (CW) 
      1.00pm Parish Barbecue including New Church Hall 
      Informal presentation 
     Readings: Isaiah 44. 6-8 
       Romans 8. 12-25 
       Matthew 13. 24-30, 36-43 
 

Wednesday 23 FEAST OF MARY MAGDALENE  
    10.00am Holy Communion (BCPc) 
 

Saturday 26 10-12.00pm Horticultural Soc Coffee Morning Vicarage 
 

SUNDAY 27 TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
      8.00am Holy Eucharist (BCP) 
    10.00am Parish Eucharist (CW) 

   Readings: 1 Kings 3. 5-12   
     Romans 8. 26-end 
     Matthew 13. 31-33, 44-52 
  At both services there will be a Special Offertory 
  towards the cost of building the New Church Hall 
 

Wednesday  30 WILLIAM WILBERFORCE 
    10.00am Holy Eucharist (BCPc) 
 

AUGUST      
   

SUNDAY 3 ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
      8.00am Holy Eucharist (BCP) 
    10.00am Our Family Service 
     Readings: Isaiah 55. 1-5 
       Romans 9.1-5 
       Matthew 14. 13-21 
 

Wednesday 6 TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 
  10.00am  Holy Eucharist (BCPc) 

 

SUNDAY 10 TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
      8.00am Holy Eucharist (BCP) 
    10.00am Parish Eucharist (CW) 
     Readings: 1 Kings 19. 9-18 

Romans 10. 5-15 
Matthew 14. 22-33 



Wednesday 13 10.00am Holy Eucharist (BCPc) 
 

SUNDAY 17 THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
      8.00am Holy Eucharist (BCP) 
    10.00am Parish Eucharist (by extension) (CW) 
     Readings: Isaiah 56. 1,6-8 
       Romans 11. 1, 2a, 29-32 
       Matthew 15. 21-28 
 

    West Moors Village Event 
    10.00am Pet Blessing Service at Fryer’s Field 
                      Led by Revd. Andrew Rowland 
 

Wednesday 20 10.00am Holy Communion (BCPc) 
 

Thursday 21   6.00pm Wedding rehearsal 
 

Saturday 23   1.00pm Wedding in church 
 

SUNDAY 24 FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
      8.00am Holy Eucharist (BCP) 
    10.00am Parish Eucharist (CW) 
     Readings: Isaiah 51. 1-6 
       Romans 12. 1-8 
       Matthew 16. 13-20 
 

Wednesday 27 10.00am Holy Communion (by extension) 
 

SUNDAY 31 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER  TRINITY  
      8.00am Holy Eucharist (BCP) 
    10.00am Parish Eucharist (CW) 
    Revd. David Dennis presiding 
     Readings: Jeremiah 15. 15-21 
       Romans 12. 9-end 
       Matthew 16. 21-end 
 ADVANCE NOTICE: 
  SATURDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 12 Noon - 4.00pm  FAMILY 
           VICARAGE GARDEN PARTY& FETE – ALL WELCOM E  

********** 
CROSSWORD SOLUTION  

Across 
1 Egypt 7 Matadors 8 Exile 10 Mishmannah 12 Truthful 14 Hair 16 Tyre 17 Included 20 
Innocently 23 Yeast 24 Squeezed 25 Error 
Down 
1 Exempt 2 Palm 3 Bath 4 Satan 5 Downwards 6 Esther 9 Eight 11 Quirinius  
13 Urn 15 Slyly/Slily 16 Thirst 18 Duster 19 Screw 21 Need 22 Year 
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At the time of typing this the Tombola Stall at the Minster Fayre has yet to happen.   
Thank you to everyone who gave me such lovely prizes.  We have a marvellous 
variety of prizes to go on the stall.  
 
I still have some house boxes for counting but so far the boxes have totalled 
£619.26 with a couple more boxes to come in.   Many thanks to everyone who 
supports the Children’s Society by having a house box.  If anyone would like a 
house box please see me. 
Geraldine Cole – 870635 

 
*****************  

 
DIOCESAN CHORAL FESTIVAL 
 
Salisbury Cathedral hosted the Diocesan 
Choral Festival on Sunday 8th June.   Nine of 
us from St Mary’s arrived there at 2pm with 
hundreds of others, including many 
youngsters.   Our conductor was David Halls, 
organist Daniel Cooke.   The Bishop 
presented RSCM medals to many. 
The cathedral choir was great.  Desmond 
Tutu was present at the morning Eucharist. 
The Diocesan Choral Festival Service was at 
6pm, following an hour and a half practice. 
Oh, and Janet and I enjoyed our picnic tea in 
the grounds overlooking the cathedral!   
A most enjoyable day was had by all. 
Sue McGoona 
 

*****************  
TRIPS TO LONDON 
 
Sadly, the proposed visits to London, suggested recently by Enid, did not attract 
sufficient interest.   No doubt other ideas will emerge for future events. 



NEWS FROM WEST MOORS MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
West Moors Middle School's 
Year 8 Speech Competition, 
held recently, produced 
speeches of exceptional 
quality on a wide range of 
topics including animal rights, 
breast cancer, Perthes' disease, 
prejudice against boys who 
dance and substance abuse.  
The pupils showed an 
impressive depth of 
knowledge and drew on their 
own life experiences, 
demonstrating their passion 
for the subjects they had 
chosen. 
 
The judges, Lyn Gaudreau, Dorset's Inspector for English; Alex Wills, Headteacher of 
Ferndown Upper School and Mark Allison, Head of English, spoke of their 
admiration for all the young people who had got through to the final.  Lyn Gaudreau 
presented the Dr Martin Luther King award to Laura Seabright and commented on the 
continuing high standards attained by the pupils.  
 

************************  

FOOTBALL FUN! 
 

West Moors Middle School has very kindly offered 
to host  

a community-spirited football match  
between St. Mary’s Church and 

Pinehurst Chapel  
on Saturday 12th July around 3.00pm.  

This will be fun and hopefully there will be room for a few spectators.  
More details to come.  

P.S. we could do with a first aider, ref. and maybe linesmen so if anybody knows, or 
even is one of these and would like to offer their services, please let me know. 

Malcolm White 



SAYING GOODBYE – A HOUSE 
BLESSING  
 
Recently, my brother, sister and I were in the 
process of selling my mother’s house, following 
her death at age 92.   We had moved into a brand 
new house with a large garden in Croydon in 1955 
and had many happy childhood and adult memories 
of family time spent there.  Our grandmother and 
both our parents were able to die in peace there.   I 
felt strongly that we needed to acknowledge and 
give thanks for the part both they, and our house, 
had in shaping our lives. 
 
Our local Vicar, who had conducted the funeral, 
agreed to do a blessing for us.  The day before the 
house was handed over, he came along and did a short but beautiful service.   It 
enabled us to feel a real sense of completion and to hand over our family home to a 
new family with good feelings. 
 
The Vicar told us afterwards that, although he had done house blessings for people 
moving out, and also to exorcise ‘bad feelings’ in houses, this was his first ‘moving 
out’ blessing.  So it was a special occasion for us all. 
Jenny Winslade 

 

**********************   
 

The Editor was interested to 
see recently the text from 

Proverbs on the back of this 
coach in  

Washington DC, USA. 
 

‘Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart, and lean not on 
your own understanding. 

In all your ways 
acknowledge Him 

And he shall direct your 
paths.’ 



 
 
Across  
1 Abram's home during famine Genesis 12 (5) 
7 Bull fighters (8) 
8 Into which Chemosh, Jer 48, was to go (5) 
10 Fourth in command of Gadites  
           1 Chronicles 12 (10) 
12 Prov12 says such lips endure for ever (8) 
14 Moses, Lev10, told Aaron not to let his  
become unkempt (4) 
16 Fortified city in Joshua 19 (4) 
17 ________ were Kattath, Hahalal, Shimron 
(Jos 19.15) (8) 
20 Guiltlessly (10) 
23 Unleavened bread would not contain this 
(5) 
24 What Gideon did to the fleece in Judges 
ch. 6 (8) 
25 Mistake (5) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Down  
1 Then the sons are ______ (Mat 17.26) (6) 
2 Psalm 92 predicts that the righteous shall 
flourish like this tree (4) 
3 Measure equal to an ephah in Ezekiel ch. 45 
(4) 
4 The Devil (5) 
5 Towards the ground (9) 
6 OT book named after\awoman (6) 
9 Number of chapters in Song of Songs (5) 
11 Governor of Syria in Luke ch. 2 (9) 
13 Funerary receptacle (3) 
15 In a surreptitious manner (5) 
16 Of which the fish in Isaiah ch. 50 die (6) 
18 Cleaning cloth (6) 
19 Threaded fastener (5) 
21 Require (4) 
22 Time taken for  Earth to orbit the Sun (4) 



WEST MOORS PRE-SCHOOL 
 
The children at West Moors Pre-School 
have enjoyed making creatures from the 
sea enabling our ceiling to be decorated 
with octopuses and our walls covered in 
beautifully coloured pictures of fish. 
  
The outside area has been further 
developed; we now have a run for giant 
marbles, new picnic tables for the children to eat outside and use during play time.  A 
fantastic stage has been built by one of our Dads, where the children enjoy playing 
musical instruments, singing and entertaining. 

  
The children are enjoying 
tending to the vegetable 
patch and watching 
things grow, eagerly 
waiting to sample the 
produce. 
  
The children, their 
families and staff 
thoroughly enjoyed sports 

day.  We had six activities, which included an obstacle course, beat the goalie, skittles, 
egg and spoon races, throwing bean bags into hoops and balancing bean bags on our 
heads and walking to the finish line.  Then of course, no sports day would be complete 
without running races, with the children running first, followed by the Mums, Dads 
and then our very athletic Nannies.  We all had great fun and thank you to everyone 
who took part and supported the event. 
  
We are pleased to advise that our tadpoles are growing 
legs and should be jumping around very soon.  The 
children have enjoyed watching the tadpoles develop 
and learning about them. 
  
We will soon be saying good bye to our older children 
who will be starting “big” school in September.  We 
would like to wish them GOOD LUCK.   



 

GOD IN THE ARTS       The Rev Michael Burgess 
 
ENTER MY REST 
 

At this time of the year we are planning 
and looking forward to holidays: to that 
welcome break away from the pressures 
and responsibilities of daily life and 
work. The book of Genesis opens with a 
glorious account of God’s work of 
creation and tells us that God rested on 
the 7th day. 
 

We all need to find that balance of work 
and rest, of activity and slowing down in 
our lives. And we are not always good at 
that because our world seems to be in the fast lane. We rush everywhere, we rush out 
of habit, and we rush because everyone around us is rushing. This month’s painting, 
‘The Potato Planters’ by Jean–Francois Millet, a 19th century French artist, portrays 
two peasants at work. They don’t seem to be rushing, but Millet has certainly 
portrayed the hard toil of their work, digging in the earth from sunrise to sunset to 
eke out a living. Millet was the son of a farm labourer and many of his paintings 
convey the severe realism of peasant life. We can sympathise with the couple 
working on the land, and our eyes focus on them as they dominate the canvas.  
 

But in the corner under the shade of a tree there is a donkey and a sleeping child. The 
donkey knows only too well the reality of toil and work, but here he is resting, 
enjoying the peace and the shade. Andy Merrifield, an American philosopher, has 
just published an account of his travels with a donkey, Gribouille. As they journey 
together, the donkey teaches him the value of patience, the importance of going 
slowly through the world, and the preciousness of tender friendship between humans 
and animals. They are all caught up in the little donkey in this painting.  
 

The man and woman in the foreground may reflect our own lives with the duties, the 
expectations and the demands called of us at work. Take time to focus on the donkey, 
enjoying his rest. Take time this summer to find relaxation and recreation on holiday. 
The world may carry on spinning around us, but use that holiday to stand apart and 
enter into the rest that God enjoyed after his work of creation. 
 
‘The Potato Planters’ by Jean-Francois Millet, which hangs in the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. 
 



Vicar’s Vista             
 

Faithfully Building on the Foundations of the Past. 
 

It was a joy and an honour to be part of the celebration of the Centenary of the 
Consecration of the Church.  In my article on the Creed I once again make the 
point that the church is not the building, but the people.  It does however need a 
place to meet and facilities are needed… to facilitate church!  We need a larger 
Hall, toilets, kitchen and storage – a roof that doesn’t leak – a modern facility to 
share and enable further growth of activities and numbers – our mission! 
 

As Bishop David sprayed structure and people alike with Holy Water I hope 
that you felt splashed, if not soaked, with spiritual enthusiasm to build on the 
foundations of the past.  We have much to be grateful for, in what the past 
worshippers at St Mary the Virgin have bequeathed to us.  Now it is time to 
take a step forward in faith and build for the immediate future and the 
generations to come.  As Bishop David wryly remarked it might only be young 
Cameron left from the present congregation in a hundred years, for the next 
Centenary celebration – but he and all those who are to come need us to make a 
joint commitment to the facilitation of the future of West Moors Parish Church. 
 

At our Annual Parish Meeting in 2007 I outlined a project to redevelop the 
Church Hall.  At the same meeting in 2008 plans were presented and shared 
with general approval.  As I write we are carefully progressing towards 
planning application with the Diocesan Advisory Committee and we have good 
reason to believe that we will receive the necessary approval by July 20th.  With 
this consent we can proceed to apply for East Dorset District Council planning 
consent.  In order to progress from Diocesan to District application we have to 
satisfy the Diocese of Salisbury that we have funding in place sufficient to 
complete the project, which remains professionally costed at a total of 
£282,300.  With this in mind there are some general fundraising events planned 
which aim to draw funds from outside the immediate church community.   
 

We are approximately £80,000 short of funds and the time has come to ask you 
the parishioners of West Moors to give to yourselves – you are the church – the 
monies required.  We will celebrate together in church and later at our annual 
Parish Barbecue (c/o Sue & Baird Oldrey at 61 Glenwood Road) on Sunday 
July 20th, providing the expected news from the DAC is as anticipated.  Plans 
and information will be on display.  Paul Middleton will once again have the 
clever computer generated model he spent many hours designing on view.  We 
will also have the PowerPoint Presentation as given at the APCM available. I 
want all who are interested to be encouraged and fully confident. 
 



During the sermon slots on that day and the following Sunday, as Vicar, I will 
offer some guidance and biblical teaching on giving for us all, and then during 
the Offertory on Sunday 27th we will ask all parishioners to give or pledge as 
much as they are conscionably able for this purpose.  
 

We will devise a Tax Efficient Gift Aid Scheme with several options to suit all 
situations. (One off amount, a regular amount for a fixed period, or even an 
interest-free loan).  It is important that all taxpayers appreciate that they can 
increase every £100 they give by £28.  Put another way if all monies were 
pledged with tax-relief we would only need £62,500 and the taxman would 
make up the difference!   
 

Please note the option of a pledge is on offer – if the project doesn’t proceed as 
envisaged – the PCC will return any monies given if you so request.  All 
monies given/pledged will be received and administered in absolute and strict 
confidence.  It will be between God and our individual conscience how much 
each will give.   Friends, we have between us all that is needed to make this 
happen and it has been an aspiration for many years.  Together we can build for 
the future – for our immediate benefit and for the building up of the Church of 
God, here where we live and worship.  We are not just building on the 
foundations of the past we are building up the Kingdom of the Lord on Earth as 
in Heaven and it is our absolute Christian duty and joy so to do. 
 

You might ask what happens if we get more than we ask for – then we might 
address the church heating, which we have had to put aside for the time being.  
Your PCC would have some fun deciding!  What happens if we don’t raise 
enough money?  A modest shortfall might be made up through a loan from 
outside, but that will impact on regular finances.  A large shortfall will mean 
that in effect we have jointly decided not to proceed and the whole building 
process would need to be reassessed.  I do not consider it worthwhile to scale 
back our plans and costs by much at all.  Our confidence would be much dented 
and the frustration that might lead to would be humbling and damaging.  We 
have taken a calculated risk in embarking on this project – but after all that is 
what faith is all about - taking risks and having faith in each other.  We are 
putting ourselves on test before God and one another.  All churches that I know 
of have been amazed and encouraged at how well they have so done together. 
 

As Vicar I wouldn’t have led you along this way unless I had faith in you.  For 
those who have co-led the process thus far, I am quite aware that it has not been 
without personal cost and I both appreciate and thank all those who have had 
faith in the church, the people of God.  It is with faith then that I am able to say 
in anticipation; Well done good and faithful servants of Christ!              Andrew  



 Supporting the Church of St Mary the Virgin 
Appeal  2008  

 

SUNDAY 6th JULY 2008  
2pm – 6pm 

 

VISIT GLENWOOD’S 
‘GARDENS OF DELIGHT’ 

 
Ten gardens to visit and enjoy in 

Glenwood Road, West Moors 
with a ‘Pit Stop’ for refreshments 

in the Vicarage garden. 
 

The sun has been booked,  
so please help us to raise funds for our new hall 

by buying a passport to visit the gardens. 
 

Passports available  
£2.50 per person 

accompanied children free 
 

There will be many plants for sale. 
 

PLEASE CONTACT: 01202 897909  or  896425 
Do Come And See Our Gardens! 


