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FROM THE SIDELINES

at ST MARY'S
Sue Oldrey, Mike Bowlet Church Wardens

Noel Moss-Holland, Gillian Clarke Assistant Wardens

It's hard to believe that summer is drawing to ad and that autumn is just
round the corner, but what a summer we’ve had!he Thurch/School Fete

was blessed with great weather and raised a vepeotable sum for both the
School and Church. The Gardens of Glenwood wegeeat success both in
terms of the fund raising and in the spectaculadeyas, and the weather that
cleared up 30 minutes before the start and brok@nktites before the end!!

The weather for the Parish BBQ was much better tharhad been lead to

expect by the forecasters, but not by Andrew, amd & super time giving

everybody the chance to see again the plans arskriegion on the re-

development of the hall.

Finally the best news of all was that the Appealftamds to carry out the hall
re-development project has been a fantastic sucegssannounced in church
on the 18 August the total pledged was £65,579 and this thightax claim of
just over £17,000 gives a grant total of £82,94Ihere are still more fund
raising events to come and these, as well as rexjfies grants to various
Charitable Trusts, will allow us to have sufficidahds to complete the project
and still have some money in the Fabric Fund tcec@any repairs identified
during next year’s Quingquennial Inspection, andnbgprove the heating and
lighting in the church. The generosity of all teosho regularly attend, as
well as a number of visitors, has been overwhelmaind we must express our
sincere thanks to all those who have made it plessibgo forward with the
project.

There are various activities being planned for @laéumn, starting with the
Harvest Festival followed by the Harvest Lunch ba 28 September. This
will also give the congregation the chance to gimeofficial ‘Welcome’ to our
new Curate, Anne Charlton, following her OrdinatianSalisbury Cathedral
the day before. The change to a lunch is to miagasier for those with young
families to attend, so do all sign up when theifistvailable.

There will be a Pantomime to raise funds for thi teadevelopment at the
Barrington Theatre on Saturday 15 November, furithetails in the future
magazines. The show is for all the family and eheill be two performances,
so keep your ears and eyes open for more details.



Finally, another plea for helpers to assist at $leevices, acting as sides
persons, doing readings etc. We are always in oépdople to assist in many
ways and the more there are, the less frequently yame comes round on the
rota. So please give it some thought and voluhteer
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THE CRUCIFIX
Rodger and Janet Turner

The crucifix above the church door
was in need of repair.

Rodger removed the wooden cross with
the carving of Christ
and commissioned a carpenter
to make a new cross.
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The carving came home to be cleang

| set about the task, with a brush and
solution of part phosphoric acid.

Gradually the bleached figure turned
back to its original colour.

While cleaning this lovely figure |
experienced many emotions.

We both felt how privileged we werg
to have been given the task.




Veronica and Joy 7N

Meetings in SEPTEMBER \__/
Afternoon Group:
10" September - inthe Annexe - 2:30pm

Mothers’ Union Policies

Evening Group:

16" September - 8 pmat9 Avon Road West goor
The Salvation Army - Amnand Brian Innes

For those who have been away, we hope you retstadend refreshed!

Four members had a delightful afternoon with Coléhu. They were welcoming
the bishops’ wives from the Sudan. The faith andifn their singing, their smiles and
warmth will long be remembered. The proceeds ftleenAfternoon Group’s Bring
and Buy has been sent to purchase MU badges fovitles to take to their groups in
the Sudan.

Our Wave of Prayer Service was this year incorgaratto the 10am Eucharist on
30" July — thanks you, Andrew.

We have nine links in the Salisbury Diocese, soheaonth, we will include a short
note about one of them.

Bendigo, Australia

Established as a diocese in 1902, this large nee$t-area of Victoria saw the
formation of its first MU branch in 1903. Thisagural, farming area with associated
industries. Bendigo and larger towns along theriuRiver are busy tourist areas.
More than 300 members of Mothers’ Union and Castaare in providing knitted

rugs for the homeless, comfort teddies for hospiald emergency groups, and small
garments for special care baby units. Memberglaygroups, children’s clubs and
children’s church. We offer prayerful and pradtisapport to theological students
and their families. Our annual retreat, day ofegtiment and deanery days bring
together our widely-scattered members.

Please remember especially Bendigo officers andlmeesrin your prayers this

month. Next month you can read about Grippslandstralia.
Are you watching the clock on our notice board? akkecontinuing to collect ‘5p’s
for Overseas’. As children are returning to scheelremember Monday"8
September — International Literacy Day.

‘Lord, we pray that all teachers are supported byl&eagues at school; by governors

and parents; by unions and local authority offisidby their church; and that all
these people encourage them in their service tovihréd.” (MU Prayer Diary)



MEET ANNE CHARLTON . ..

| grew up in a Christian household and attended
church wherever | was living on a regular basis,
throughout the vyears, as a member of the
congregation, and was never really involved beyond
the odd reading or intercessions.

It was only really after my two daughters had feft

university that | felt called to explore my faithone

deeply, feeling that | had been on the edge of

something important all my life, but never really

grasping it. Through an Alpha course and home

group, and extensive reading, my faith strengthgbetl no thoughts of ministry
had ever occurred to me until one Easter Sunday e service was so dreadful,
so disorganised and so wrong — Easter Day, a dasejoicing, but God was not
there — that | remember walking home aridnding in my bedroom thinking
‘I could have done that better.” That service wadtinning point for me that gave
me the confidence | had previously lacked to regtysp my faith and really listen
to God. | have thanked God many times for thatdtaday!

Following consultations with my incumbent, | wa®gedraining as a Reader in the
Winchester Diocese. A move to Durweston near Bland followed, and |
completed my training as a Reader with the Salisddiocese. | was heavily
involved in the village life in Durweston, and laleny old cottage and acre of
garden, and really felt | had finally settled iplace | would like to stay for the rest
of my life. | was happily employed as an accountanBournemouth, and loved
preaching, and leading worship and home groupsyispare time.

However God had other plans for me and called mesdek selection for
Ordination. | contented myself with the thoughttttteere was no way | would be
selected, and thus could come home, with a cleasaience and get on with my
very comfortable life.

A positive decision by the selectors meant someeHilg changes. Quite clearly
my pressurised job was not compatible with studymga degree in theology, so
once again, the unexpected happened and | foundlftiygng in the Close in



Salisbury, working as Liturgical Chaplain,
Butler and Chauffeur to Bishop David, a
position for which | had absolutely no
qualifications, or indeed skills.

A wonderful, challenging, exhilarating three
years later | find myself in West Moors, very
much looking forward to staying in one place
for a while. | am very much looking forward
to getting to know people, and being part of a
settled community again.

In my idle moments, | love needlecraft of all

kinds, particularly petit point and making rag

rugs, believing passionately that ‘when a

country loses its craft, it loses its soul.” |

enjoy gardening, particularly growing my own frard vegetables when possible. |
struggle to achieve a simpler lifestyle, whilst adurse being an avid computer
user. | enjoy walking and the wonderful Dorset moyside, and obviously try to
spend as much time as possible with my two daught@ura and Amy.

We all extend a warm welcome to Anne

as she joins us in our life and worship at St Masyand in West Moors

COSMICS

show us the bird feeders
which they made
during‘Cosmic Timein church

They reminded us that Jesus showed how
much God loves us when he said:

‘Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, th@&we no storeroom or barn;
yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable goeithan birds!



A SUMMER BARBEQUE

Over 90 people
enjoyed a
lunchtime barbeque

in
Sue and Baird’s garden

... and the
sun shone . ..

The
Masterchef
in
action

An opportunity
to look at plans for

the new meeting room —
Smell that food — good enough to eat! exciting times




WRVS LUNCH CLUB
Janet Parker

For the last forty or more years, a local team &®W$% (women’s Royal Voluntary
Services) has organised a Lunch Club each Wednasdéwe hall of St Anthony’s
RC Church in Pinehurst Road. It caters for eldedople, especially those living
alone, who enjoy getting out to meet others, aratesla freshly cooked two course
meal followed by a cup of tea or coffee. Curngiile charge of £4 covers the cost
of food and the hire of hall and there is a snefle each week. The food is ordered
from local caterers, to be served in the hall. W®Rhelpers prepare the tables,
collect the money, serve, wash up and also trahspame of the clients.

Why am | telling you all this? We need helper®ur recent organiser, Ruth Hewitt,
died in August and a replacement is being sougkiso, some of our present WRVS
helpers are becoming more disabled and may sooa toagive up the work. We
particularly need more drivers to collect people I8 o’clock lunch and take them
home about 1pm. Drivers are welcome to stayuonch at a reduced rate.

This is the only club in West Moors offering weekllynch and companionship.
Please can you help us to keep it going? Ifase$ there will be 30 more lonely
people in this village.

For further information, contact Mrs Joan Wyrill 202 891519, or Margaret
Marchant 01202 892359, or see me at St Mary’s Gharnca Sunday morning.

BOOK REVIEW

I "#3%%

Cliff Richard has sold more singles in Britain theamy other artist and

his durability as an entertainer is unparallel@ec2008, he celebrates 50

years in show business and to mark the anniverSéeye Turner has

added new material to his bestselling authorizedraiphy, bringing

Cliff's extraordinary story right up to date.Whsaitsio good about this

book is that none of the gossip is too touchy telthan. Although this

Is an authorised biography, all the innuendos andronted head on. There are a lot of fine
anecdotes. "Turner's sympathetic, sagacious arndiyregjoyable book tells you everything you
ever wanted to know about Cliff. Turner's Cliff Rard is refreshingly human, though not
without his faults," wrote Tony Parsons, The Sund@lalegraph.



WEST MOORS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Once again,
the Horticultural Society
held a very successful
Coffee Morning
in the
Vicarage garden.

Don't forget the
SUMMER SHOW
Saturday
30" August
1.30
Memorial Hall




Again, this year we had another very successfulatethe tombola stall at the
Minster Fayre held back in June which raised tladrtotal of £544.00 which
went above our figure last year.

Our parish house boxes here at West Moors raiset@leof £655.63. Again a
fantastic amount and many thanks to all who halveuse box and support this
collection.

The Wimborne Minster annual coffee morning is tdke&l on Saturday 13th
September in Church House, Wimborne at 10.00anh 1&80. pm. All very
welcome and cakes or produce for the cake stalldvoe very much appreciated.

This year we have changed our venue for our arstaeg collection. On Saturday
the 27th September we shall have our helpers witeation boxes outside
Somerfield, Wimborne. Please support our colleafoysu are shopping at that
time. Many thanks.

Geraldine Cole

THANK YOU . ..

From Lucie Johnson

.. .for all your prayers, cards and flowers during ragenmt illness. It was
wonderful and meant such a lot to me.

I’m getting stronger once more and look forwargaiaing in with you all in our
forthcoming events.

From Pat and Chas Gilson

.. .for all your thoughts, cards and good wishes, enditcasion of their 35—
Emerald — Wedding Anniversary.

PRAYER GROUP
Weds 24 September Weds 26 November Contact:
Weds 29 October 2.30 pm Freda Russell



GIVE AND TAKE DAY
N
WEST MOORS
in August
was the third of these events to
be held by
EastDorset District Coilin

Gemma Coles,
EDDC Waste Reduction Manager,
pictured centre here, said,
“The day was a great success and we
estimate that we diverted at least 650kgs
away from landfill, through reuse.”

Reducing waste and reusing items
Is one of the best ways to help
the environment.

The old saying,
‘One man’s junk is another man’s treasure.’
was demonstrated throughout the morning.

In the picture, right,Rosemary Beecher is
delighted as she takes away her treasure,
an ornamental candlelight feature.
Pictured with her is the person who brought
the item along!

Lots of West Moors residents brought along
a variety of items,
including a mountain bike, small furniture,
kitchenware and household items,
books, videos, bric-a-brac, linen, clothes.
Items left at the end of the morning were
donated to charities or furniture reuse centres.
Recycling Helpline: 01202 886201 ext 2338



GLENWOOD GARDENS OF DELIGHT

Our most long-distance visitor was
Bishop Peter, with his wife Margaret,
from the Sudanese Diocese of Yambio,
twinned with our Wimborne Deanery




...A DELIGHTFUL AFTERNOON

A DELIGHT
FOR
ALL!

‘We would like to say a very big thank you, on dinst visit, to all the owners of
the ‘Glenwood Gardens of Delight'.
How kind of you all to invite us in to your wondeauf gardens - with the displayg
of plants, flowers and vegetables, giving us idéasour own gardens,
and the opportunity to purchase plants — part ofuyalelightful havens.
We thoroughly enjoyed the day, meeting so many esthstic visitors
and the ‘rest and revive’ at the vicarage.
We are looking forward to next year!
Congratulations to all concerned for such a sucséd event.’

So write Evelyn and David Collins — and I'm sureyttspeak for us all!




Diary dates for SEPTEMBER 2008

Please prepare for the Sunday worship by readidg a
praying through these texts beforehand.

SEPTEMBER

Wednesday 3 GREGORY THE GREAT
10.00am Holy Communion (BCPc)

Thursday 4  4.00pm LPA Referral
7.30pm  Meeting of PCC

SUNDAY 7 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
PATRONAL FESTIVAL OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
8.00am  Holy Eucharist (CW)
10.00am Our Family Service
Readings: Isaiah 56. 1, 6-8

Romans 11. 1, 2a, 29-32
Matthew 15. 21-28

12 noon - 4 Family Garden Event
Vicarage

Monday 8 to Saturday 13 Andrew away on retreat

Wednesday 10 10.00am Holy Communion by extensi@P@®
2.30pm  Mothers’ Union Afternoon Group
Mothers’ Union Policies

SUNDAY 14 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8.00am  Holy Eucharist (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist (CW)
Readings: Genesis 50. 15-21
Romans 14. 1-12
Matthew 18. 21-35

Tuesday 16 8.00pm  Mothers’ Union Evening Group
Salvation Army
Ann and Brian Innes
9 Avon Road




Wednesday 17 10.00am Holy Communion (BCPc)

SUNDAY 21 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8.00am  Holy Eucharist (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist (CW)
Readings: Jonah 3. 10-end of 4
Philippians 1. 21-end
Matthew 20. 1-16

Monday 22 MATTHEW APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST
7.30pm  Deanery LPA Communion Service

Wednesday 10.00am Holy Communion (BCPc)
11.30am Communion at Castleman Court

Saturday 27 11.00amOrdination of Deacons
including Anne Charlton
Salisbury Cathedral

SUNDAY 28 NINETENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
HARVEST FESTIVAL
8.00am  Holy Eucharist (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist (CW)
Readings: Deuteronomy 26. 1-11
Philippians 4. 2-9
John 6. 25-35
1.00 for 1.30pnHarvest Lunch

OCTOBER
Wednesday 1 10.00am Holy Eucharist (BCPc)

Saturday 4  1.00pm Wedding of Elizabeth Clarke and
Andrew Alabaster



A CHILD'’S FAITH

Emma Wood

Although I've only been attending St Mary’s churoch Sundays since January, |
have been coming with my daughter Lucinda toBle##s and Biscuitsservices for
three years. We both enjoy the easy mixture @fdligious and the social that these
Tuesday morning sessions offer, be it holding taedte for Sue, racing down the
aisle to ring the bell, or watching Lucie tell tNeah story (complete with model ark
and tiny toy animals). We sing action songs aadhbaway on instruments to
classics such as ‘Jesus bids me Shine’ and, aleayssy one, ‘Lord of the Dance’.
Such an experience can only be positive in the &ion of a child’s faith.

Lucinda’s understanding has grown, although sono@fusion remains.
Witness a bedtime in our house not long ago. ndeiasks, “Why do we have to
say AMEN?” To which | reply (thinking, well she@nly three, let's keep things
informal), “You don’t have to say AMEN.” To whichucinda, “Ok, I'll say OUR
LADY.”

Of course,Bells and Biscuitsis also for the parents. Another help | have
found, as a parent and a Christian, is literatyaaticularly poetry. Elizabeth
Jennings’ poems on childhood are evocative andtsgir Her sonnetjn the
Nurseryis not just an exquisite peep into a child’s viefwreligion but also a way of
reading childhood itself.

The poem describes young children re-enacting Wiegt have seen in a church
service:

We had no need of toys. Domestic things
Were transformed into objects used Elass:
For thurible a tin train on thick strisg
A toy stove was a tabernacle.

She captures here what we have all seen childrethdbis, reappropriate everyday
objects in the name of play. The ‘domestic thirege elevated by their juxtaposing
with the rituals of the church:



These
Were sacred in our game which always was
A serious one. We mumbled gibberish
Instead of Latin. So a holy place
Was once a nursery.

This last line refers not only to the inventedaitbut also to the earnest beauty of the
very young when playing at being grown-up.

In the delicate progression of a sonnet, the tilGarappropriation of the
sacerdotal becomes a demonstration of the sawnétdlyildhood itself:

With care
We copied what we’d seen as, to and fro
The censer swung and all was hallowedeth

The idea of childhood as sacred — something witlchvithe ladies at Bells and
Biscuits would surely agree!

(The full text of In the Nursery can be found in IEABETH JENNINGS New
Collected Poems, published by Carcanet Press.)

EDITOR: Many thanks to Emma for this refreshing anmsightful article.
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‘BELLS AND BISCUITS’
Everyone is welcome to join us at
our pre-school children’s fun morning

with songs, stories and music followed by refreshinaad play

every Tuesday at 10am
at St Mary’s Church
West Moors



FOOTBALL FUN!

The seats were full, possibly due to the
fact that the spectators had brought their
own. They were very supportive, in full
voice. The referee, Andrew Rowland,
looking very official, took control of the
proceedings. There was an air of
expectation from the players and crowd,
was it going to stay sunny?

The reds (St. Mary’'s church) and the blues (Pingthehapel) limbered and

stretched ensuring there were to be no early dassial’he pitch had been marked
out, nets unfolded, hands were shaken and with talk® aired we took our places
on the pitch and the whistle blew........

The moments that unfolded showed speed and accuwlatgrmination and skill.
Pinehurst chapel had all of this and I'm sure Sarws had them in the beginning
as the ball was kept hot, passed up and down thk faster than a Federer serve.
Then the inevitable occurred; we are not quite $iow it happened, but after 25
minutes, a goal for Pinehurst chapel. The relest@gssure from the strikers had
its impact and it was too far and fast for keepenyl Cooke. The net was stretched
and the heat was on.

St. Mary’s lost concentration at that point andefimninutes of woes occurred.
Sensational play by the blues towards the endefitht half saw two more goals
past the St. Mary’s keeper even though he had begyn saving others. The whistle
was blown for half time at 3 nil to Pinehurst chiape

Tactics were discussed over oranges and squadhwvaasanot lost, surely, with a
trophy up for grabs.

Re-invigorated, the sides set pace on the
whistle, causing the fans to be even louder and
encouragement filled the air. Then five minutes
into the second half a rash of mistakes in
defence, and midfield allowed three more goals
past the very busy St. Mary’s goalie.



Now six nil, something special was
needed to level the score, so the reds
upped the pace and began to find form on
the 75th minute with a stunning goal
from Gary which shook the posts. The air
was filled with cheer, the crowd roared.

Alas three minutes to the end Pinehurst

chapel blasted their seventh and final goal, thobgimg six goals down didn’t
prevent St. Mary’s showing real spirit and team kvespecially for the last ten
minutes, but the best team did win.

Phil Wareham Mews team showed amazing
skill and speed and deserved to take the
trophy. Both teams shook hands and all
knew it was indeed a really enjoyable match
and fun was had by all.

The game could not have gone ahead if it

had not been for the special efforts of Phil
(blues Capt.) providing goals, markers and his dgq#abig thank you to James
Russell for attending as first aid, Andrew Rowldod being referee, Denise on
refreshment, Tony for discount engraving and Westold Middle School for
providing their newly refurbished pitch to play orhankyou. Last but not least,
the St. Mary’s team for a great effort: Mark, St&Ve Tony C, Gary (goal scorer),
Paul M, Steve H, Emma, David, Andy, Patrick, M&thaun and myself.

Malcolm White



Across

1 Eglon was its king in Judges ch. 3 (4)

3 Cried out, like the betrothed girl in
Deuteronomy ch. 22 (8)

9 ..let his hair be (Lev 13.45) (7)

10 ..yet does not keep a rein (Jas 1.26)
11 Belonging to them (5)

12 Pace (6)
14 Receptacle found on office desk (2,4)
16 ..to attain goal by human Gal 3.3) (6)

19 Nazirites must abstain from these fruits,
says Numbers ch. 6 (6)

21 Muslim faith (5)

24 Play (5)

25 Son of Nethaniah in Jeremiah ch. 41 (7)
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Down
1 eg Horeb in Exodus ch. 3 (8)
2 The finery in Isaiah ch. 3 includes chains for
this body part (5)
4 Most pleasingly pretty (6)
5Goin (5)
6 Ahaziah died here in 2 Kings ch. 9 (7)
7 One of the fruits of which a cake was made
in 1 Chronicles ch. 16 (4)
8 Part of Rev2 is addressed to Church here (6)
13 Tripped, like oxen in 2 Samuel ch. 6 (8)
15 The surface features of an area of land (7)
17 Series of stairs by which the portico was
reached in Ezekiel ch. 40 (6)
18 .. him a place with the unbelievers
(Luke 12.46) (6)
20 Sacred song (5)

26 Job ch. 41 compares sea to a pot of this (8) 22 Jumps, like Elihu's heart in Job ch. 37 (5)

27 Second hand (4)

23 Zechariah was his descendant according to
Ezra ch. 5 (4)



WEST MOORS PRE-SCHOOL

The school year ended with a fun-
filled trip to Adventure Wonderland.

The children and their adults enjoyed
the rides and were heard screaming
and laughing from the other side of
the park. Thankfully the weather was
very kind to us all day which is

always a bonus and made our ice

creams taste even better. On the
coach ride home we had a
spontaneous very noisy and

enthusiastic group sing song.

Sadly we have said good bye to our older childrenttey embark on a new
adventure to “Big School”; we wish them all the wdyest and good luck for the

future.

The Autumn Term will be commencing with the childreoking at colours and
shapes in both 2D and 3D. We will be making cdidurainbows to decorate our

walls, baking traffic light biscuits — yum!

We Wihave to pass on the recipe to

Mothers’ Union! The children will be making rectde robots and looking for

different shapes in their lunch boxes.
We will be enjoying making circles with

marble painting - this is always such a
favourite with the children and staff. At
rhyme time we will be learning the

rainbow song, so listen out if you are
passing.

In our garden we now have a “stage”
and a “den”; both are fantastic role play
areas, which have been made by some
of our Dads - a big thank you for all
your hard work. Both staff and children
are delighted with them and are looking
forward to all the enjoyment they will
bring.



Credo in unum Deum -
exploring the faith of
the church

Nicene Creed We
acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
Apostles Creed the
forgiveness of sins...

Sin is transgression of

God’s known will and any

law established by Jesus

and the apostolic church.

Sin is a condition of partial or total estrangenfeoin God brought about by
such transgression. Transgression of God’s sayekeill is evil.

Christians believe that the human propensity toesults from afallen’ state,
classically expressed in the story of Adam and &wktheir original act of
disobedience and disbelief. That resulted ‘fiali from God’s grace (favour).
All humans have proven unable and or unwillingagelsand live by the will and
law of God in all things — except that is Jesuspwidas without sin. He lived a
life of perfect submission and example. Christiginsuld always follow his
teachings and the Holy Spirit inspired teachingkisfapostles and the church.

Original Sin is forgiven through the act of ChrstiBaptism as one is baptised in
the name of The Father and of The Son and of THe Slairit and all that it
means. Sin is forgiven through the merit of J&Shigst. Not only is the sinner
pardoned for the evil he has done but he is alsifiguli(redeemed) — his guilt
removed. To be forgiven in such a way is knowsalgation. Salvation is open
to all who trust and believe in Jesus Christ. &a&w thus is a restoration of
relationship with God, a freeing from the contmadlipower of evil enabling a
holy life. When a child is raised as a Christianlater they come to faith, they
accept salvation through the rite of Christian Baptand this is needed only
once. Christians enter into a covenant relatignshih God. God is faithful to
his promises and therefore once baptism has bemstared it is not repeated.
The candidate has a life-long duty to reciprocaie lze faithful to their promise
to God. This is expressed in a rejection of ewd a promise to turn to Christ.

Original Sin is forgiven at Baptism — but we alhtimue to sin thereafter, as we
selfishly fail to love God and our neighbour. Cegsently an important part of
Christian worship has always been to publicly aeiedge the individual’s sin
— this is known as Confession, or a Penitentia Ritve say sorry to God.



Normally there follows a proclamation of God’s fimgness by a Presbyter
(Priest), known as absolution and a reminder tlat (S faithful and the
Christian should turn away from sin and be faithéutheir baptismal promises.

The rite of baptism itself is ancient and has rtgins in the Jewish ritual of
purification known as Mikveh. The picture is of akveh pool located to the
south of the Jerusalem Temple close to the Huldate.Glt existed before John
the Baptist — Baptism did not begin with him. Tlesvs used a ritual purification
washing on various occasions and these are deddarnilibe Old Testament.
But with Jesus Christ there is no need for contirsyourification - we believe
that Baptism is a sacramental once only purificgtganctification and
justification (redemption) of the convert. The Bie formula makes this quite
clear because in early times there were variouatdskabout multiple baptisms
(one can understand Jewish Christians doing thasras of cleansing) and re-
baptism after changing denominations. Even to@&aptist’ churches require a
‘believer’s baptism’ of an adult, rather than aftald. This originates from a
difference in understanding of baptism as a mahdwidual response to God,
rather than that of a child nurtured within the Btin family of the Church.

When John the Baptist called the Jewish peopleagatiBm he was inviting them
to Mikveh. He prophetically declared that by thanholy way of life the people
were no longer worthy to be the chosen childre@ofl and they should repent
(change their ways) and purify themselves as algdfgreigner) would if they
wanted to convert to being a Jew. Their way @f lid broken their part in the
covenantal relationship with God - this was a raldand truly prophetic
message. ‘God could raise up stones to be hissswhdaughters’, said John
(Luke 3.8). The people came to the River Jordan out in thdaemiless where John
was living - it was a humble place, quite unlike tMikveh Pool of Jerusalem,
but then the Gospel informs us that primarily ithe meek who respond to God.

Jesus presented himself for purification - Johrladed it unnecessary, but Jesus
insisted on it, ‘to fulfil all righteousnesguatthew 3.15) As Jesus was baptised he
had a powerful experience of the Holy Spirit and th the major difference
between Jewish Mikveh and Christian Baptism — tienay of The Holy Spirit —
which purifies, sanctifies and justifies. We aeptsed into the life, death and
resurrection of Christ and are ontologically chahtm all time. We are no
longer separated from God by our sin, but resttwédm. In Garden of Eden
language we are brought back from the wildernedsraturned to the garden.

In Christ we are reinstated in the kingdom of God. A.R.



ST LEONARDS HOSPITAL OPEN DAY

St Leonards Community Hospital celebrated in style,
the 6¢ anniversary of the NHS on Saturday JLHS/ 5

As the Hospital was originally built in 1942 to dte
American casualties of the D-Day landings the theme
for the day was “D-Day to Today”.

Many of the staff dressed up in 1940’s uniforms,
WWII military vehicles were on display in the
grounds, including a fully equipped ambulance and a
working field Hospital provided by, among others,
the 2° Rangers and 29 Infantry Division re-
enactment groups. A float on the same theme took
part in the Ferndown Carnival procession.

The serious side of the day was to dispel the @le@t Leonards Hospital as the
vast, long-stay, Geriatric Hospital as it was bemw&950 and 1995. But instead to
promote the fact that it is now a thriving CommuyniHospital with 2 in-patient
wards and a multitude of other services; includimg increasingly popular Out of
Hours Treatment Centre.

Matron Heather Smith and some of the staff took tyens of the public on guided
tours of the Hospital, explaining the many serviegailable. The visitors were
told that in the changing NHS, local communitieg their GPs, are key in the
commissioning of services and so should be makmay the services they would
like to see developed at St Leonards.

Anyone not able to attend the Open Day is invitetetephone 01202 584200 and
make an appointment with Matron or a senior mernobstaff, to be shown around.

Also, due to the constantly developing
services the Hospital is frequently recruiting
staff. All substantive posts are advertised on
www.jobs.nhs.uk  Anyone interested in
working on a ‘Bank’ basis within the Nursing,
Therapy, Admin. and Hotel Services areas is
also invited to telephone the Hospital and
make an appointment to see Matron.




Vicar's Vista

Living in Comme-union...

The arrival of Anne Charlton and

her appointment here as Assistant

Curate is a reminder to us all at St

Mary’s that we are part of a much

larger church. Of course we were

also reminded of this by the July

Lambeth Conference which

gathered (or not) hundreds of Bishops of the woidévwAnglican Communion.
The Media reported that the main issue was a dererg of opinion and belief
on the place (or not) of homosexuals in the chuitnen two or more persons
are gathered there is a natural potential for diffiee of understanding and so
unless there is goodwill on both sides disunitjkisly. Human nature being as
it is, it can all get rather disagreeable as eadlvidual competes to have their
own way, yet Jesus instructs us to be one in uwitnGod and each other.

As believers in the Holy Trinity we speak of thi&ather, Son and Holy Spirit)
and yet proclaim One God. God is revealed to wamdivided community
of three persons and so as we aim to be Godlyn#tisral that we are called as
individuals to unite and become community. As tlegywf God is comm-unity,
however it challenges us, we have to leave sddfast behind and seek the
common good and work, live and worship togethesommunion.

The troubled bishops had a commendable plan -wiasito read the bible
together, be together and communicate with onehandte. confer). The
bishops who attended Lambeth chose to come irdaccimmunity — those that
didn’t, chose to ‘ex-communicate’ themselves. ©hthe hardest things is to
listen to one another, to try and see the othaistf view. This is a testing
process requiring humility and openness. St Raeslss of Church as the body
of Christ, a complementary communion of individualth a common heart.

| want to say that | fully believe in Community bélieve in the Church and
especially the value of the Worldwide Anglican Coomon and am ready to
live within it, even when it is uncomfortable antadlenges me. Living in
community is sometimes about compromise, at mowargfully so that all can
move together and yet sometimes communities cdanger share enough
common ground to remain compatible. Whatever hagppethin the human
communion we ought not to disunite our union withdGhe divine
community! AR.



Dorset POPP

WAYFINDERS

FREE, IMPARTIAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
INFORMATION
FOR PEOPLE OVER 50

CENTRAL CONTACT NUMBER 01305 213345

Wayfinders - Part of Dorset POPP managed by Age Concerns in Dorset

If you are over 50 and want some help or information about

Benefits
Social Activities
Community Transport
Learning opportunities
Care Agencies
Reliable Traders
Keeping Healthy
Legal issues
Housing Options
Health Care
Safety and Security
Local Information
Or anything else that concerns you!

Contact your local Wayfinder on the number below

Name
Daphne Barber 07971 338697






