Marriage in church after divorce (2003 Regulations)

The Church of England teaches that marriage iféort also recognizes that some marriages
sadly do fail and, if this should happen, it setekise available for all involved. The Church
accepts that, in exceptional circumstances, a digperson may marry again in church
during the lifetime of a former spouse.

If you are thinking about asking to be marriedlwich, you should discuss this with your
local parish priest. Please do this well beforeosimeg a date for your wedding.

Some priests may be willing to take such a marriatfeers may not be prepared to do so,
on grounds of conscience, and may not allow theotiieeir church either. The law of the
land permits them this choice.

If your parish priest is willing to discuss the pility of conducting your marriage,

he/she will want to talk to you frankly about thessp your hopes for the future and your
understanding of marriage. You and your intendexdise should therefore be prepared to
consider some questions. You are advised to rdflfarehand on the issues they raise — and
should be prepared to answer them honestly.

« What does marriage mean to you?

« What have you learned from your previous marriage?
« Has there been healing of past hurts?

« If you have children, how are they being lookee&ft

« What do others think of your marriage plans?

« When did your new relationship begin?

« Have either of you been divorced more than once?

« Are you wanting to grow in the Christian faith?

If you wish to proceed with your enquiry, both afuyshould complete the attached
application form and hand it to your parish prié&&iu will also need to bring with you

written legal proof that any divorce decree is &ltgo (A decree nisi will not be sufficient.)

It is likely that your priest may ask for more thame confidential interview with you and
your intended spouse together. Your priest may felslothe need to consult with the bishop
or his adviser, before making a decision, althatnghdecision remains with the parish priest.
This process could easily take some time, and fiould discuss how long it might take with
your parish priest at your initial meeting.

If it is not possible for your proposed marriagdake place in church, your priest may
consider other alternatives with you. If your ptiagrees to conduct a marriage service,
you may be invited to take part, possibly with otbeuples, in marriage preparation.

The process this leaflet describes reflects thea@fsicommitment both to lifelong marriage,
and to taking seriously your wish to marry in churg¢ou may be certain that your
application will be received and considered withnilly, care and loving concern. Whether
or not you proceed to marriage in church, yourgbréand your local church are available

to offer you guidance and support as you proceddais journey.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the lov8ad, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you.



Application for marriage
in the parish of St Mary the Virgin, Diocese of Salisbury

[Sections 1 — 4 to be completed by the coupleppsopriate, as fully as you can.]
1. A person whoisdivorced (if both applicants are divorced, the other shoulldrf section 3

Full name

Address

Telephone/fax/email

Age

In which parish do you live?

In which church, if any, do you worship?

Date and place of previous marriage, and age ttitha

Name of previous spouse

Date of separation

Date of decree absolute

Age(s) of any children

Was this your only previous marriage? (If not, pdevdetails of any other marriages —
as above — on a separate sheet.)

Please state why you want to be married in church

Is this your first application for marriage in cbhrafter divorce? (If not, please give
the name, address and telephone number of the frieiom you previously applied.)

2. A second person who isdivor ced (if applicable)

Full name

Address

Telephone/fax/email

Age

In which parish do you live?

In which church, if any, do you worship?

Date and place of previous marriage, and age ttitha

Name of previous spouse

Date of separation

Date of decree absolute

Age(s) of any children

Was this your only previous marriage? (If not, pdevdetails of any other marriages —
as above — on a separate sheet.)




Please state why you want to be married in church

Is this your first application for marriage in cbhrafter divorce? (If not, please give
the name, address and telephone number of the frieiom you previously applied.)

3. A person who iseither single or widowed (if applicable

Full name

Address
Telephone/fax/email
Age
In which parish do you live?
In which church, if any, do you worship?
Single/Widowed
Age(s) of any children

Please state why you want to be married in church.

Is this your first application for marriage in chhrto a partner who is divorced with a
former partner still living? (If not, please giveethame, address and telephone number
of the priest to whom you previously applied.)

4. For both applicants

[Please note that the parish priest will refer teetinformation in this application form and othereeant
information from meeting with you when considering segponding to your request to be married in church.
He or she may also choose to share it with the dimedishop and/or the bishop’s adviser. If yourlagpion is
not accepted, and you later make a further applicatn another parish, the information you have gieen

this occasion may be shared with the priest whoidens your further application. With these excepsipthe
information you have given in this form and in yaueiview will be treated as confidential.]

We wish to have our application for marriage inrchuconsidered, and give our consent to the use
of the information we have given in this applicatiorm as set out above. If either of us has made
a previous application, we agree that you may abnitee priest named in paragraph 1 and/or 2
above and that he or she may share with you infiomaelating to that previous application.

Signed

Date




Sections 5 and 6 to be completed by the pariststpfie officiating cleric).

5. Groundsfor accepting/refusing the application.

6. Signature of the parish priest (or officiating cleric)

Date




